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University of Alcala. Most of the intellectual legacy
of Muslim Spain perished in this calamity;1 and
fanaticism and ignorance did not spare but a small
remnant of Arabic works which were afterwards
buried in the dark vaults of the Escurial and in some
public libraries*
Till the middle of the seventeenth century the
Arabic manuscripts conserved in the Royal Library of
the Escurial attained several thousands. This was the
richest collection of its kind in Spain. But a new
misfortune befell this last remnant of the legacy of
the Moors. In the year 1671 a fire broke out in the
Escurial and devoured the major part of this unique
treasure and only 2,000 volumes could be saved.2 The
Spanish Government, during these ages, jealously con-
cealed the Arabic manuscripts from every research and
curiosity, as if it feared that the spirit of Islamic
thought might influence the thought of Christian
Spain, despite that it strived to crush this spirit by
every means. The Spanish scholars themselves, urged
by a feeling of national and religious egoism, failed to
make any research in these valuable sources, which
throw the greatest light on the history, civilization and
culture of Spain during the Muslim domination, and
consulted for this part of the history of Spain only
national and Christian sources; hence their works
were tinted in those ages with a deep colour of par-
tiality and bigotry. The Spanish Government did not
awake from its slumber to organize this Moorish legacy,
and make it accessible before the middle of the
eighteenth century, when it invited a scholar, Michael
al-Ghaziri, a Syrian, known in Europe as " Casiri " to
study the Arabic manuscripts and to make a detailed
catalogue for them. He was versed in both Eastern
and Western cultures. It appears that such a catalogue
was never made before. All that we know is that a
learned scholar, Steinschneider, in the course of his
research, in the Vatican library, found a list of the